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What is Lent all about? 

From the time that I was very young, I remember 
celebrating Lent, including receiving ashes on Ash 
Wednesday and sacrificing, like giving up a favorite food 
for the 40 days of Lent, and putting part of my allowance in 
the small “mite” box that would be sent to the missions.  
The ashes reminded me that I am a sinner, as I heard the 
words, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return.” The sacrifices reminded me of the sacrifice Christ 
made for me when he suffered and died for our sins. We are 
on a journey to heaven and Lent provides time for  
self-refection, to examine our conscience, and with God’s 
help, to get closer to God. 

The readings of Ash Wednesday set the foundation for Lent. 
In the reading from the prophet Joel, we hear God speak 
these words lovingly, “return to me with your whole 
heart.” Lent is a time to return to God, to allow God to 
touch our hearts as we, helped by God’s grace, strive to 
turn away from sin. In the reading from the letter of  
St. Paul to the Corinthians, we read, “We implore you on 
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.” St. Paul also 
writes, “Now is an acceptable time.” Many people go to 
confession during Lent, this wonderful acceptable time, 
in order to be reconciled to God and others. We need 
God’s mercy and God generously gives us mercy. In the 
Gospel passage, Jesus teaches about the importance of 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. A priest once noted in a 
homily that Lent invites us to give up time, food, and 
money. If we spend time in prayer, we give up time we 
might use for something else. If we fast, we go without 
food we enjoy. If we give alms, we contribute money to 
someone and in doing so, we give up money. As we go 
without and do without, we focus on the things of 
heaven.   

So what are some things we can do this Lent? Here are 
some thoughts and ask God to guide you, 

 Say a prayer for someone, maybe for someone who 
gives you a hard time; 

 Fast not only from a favorite food or drink, but also 
from pettiness and selfishness; 

 Try to come to weekday Mass; 

 Wake up each morning with the intention of making 
someone’s day better; 

 Invite someone to come to Mass with you; 

 Send a thank you note to someone who has touched 
your life; 

 Attend Eucharistic Adoration on Tues. evenings at 
Corpus Christi from 5pm to 8pm and Thurs. evenings at 
St. John Neumann from 6pm to 9pm. Please, come 
when you can and stay as long as you’d like; 

 Make a phone call to someone who is alone; many 
people are still isolated because of COVID-19 and 
others are isolated because of the weather; 

 Donate to St. Vincent DePaul, to the Pastoral Area Food 
Pantry at Corpus Christi, or to someone else in need;  

 Spend some quiet time in prayer each day and less time 
on the computer or watching television; 

 Read the Bible and spiritual reflections; 

 Pray the rosary at least once a week; 

 Come to the Stations of the Cross at St. John Neumann 
on the Fridays of Lent at 6pm and Corpus Christi on the 
Sundays of Lent at 7pm; 

In his Ash Wednesday homily last year, Pope Francis 
offered this hope-filled message: 

God awaits us with his infinite mercy. Because there, 
where we are most vulnerable, where we feel the most 
shame, he came to meet us. And having come to meet us, 
he now invites us to return to him, to rediscover the joy of 
being loved. 

That’s what Lent is all about. We may not be perfect in 
living Lent this year, but we keep going. God is calling all 
of us to be saints!  May God bless you.  Let us pray for 
one another. Prayers your way, too!!  -Bishop Joe 
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Greetings from Bishop Joe 



Youth Ministry Update 
By PJ Ehling 
We’re headed into sacrament season in the youth ministry 
office. As we prepare for Lent and Easter, we’re getting 
ready to prepare for First Communion and Confirmation. 
We have about a dozen kids who are preparing for First 
Communion and another dozen preparing for Confirma-
tion. We’re also excited to help a few older kids who are 
also preparing to receive First Communion. Please continue 
to pray for our young people as they continue to go deeper 
in their journey of faith with Jesus. 

I also want to express my thanks for our Baptism prep 
team, who have assisted several families this past year as 
they prepare to baptize their babies, and are assisting  
several more this year. 

Our new 1st to 6th grade youth ministry program continues 
to do very well. Chelsea, our assistant youth minister who 
leads the program, has been doing an awesome job in  
getting the program off the ground and leading it to success 
this year. We also have a fantastic team of catechists who 
are helping our young people not just to learn the faith, but 
to embrace it. 

Our 7th to 12th grade youth ministry program is really  
discovering what it means to be a community rooted in 
Christ. It is a joy to walk with them and the youth ministry 
team (and I want to acknowledge and thank the team for all 
they do for the kids) as the kids go deeper not just in their 
relationship with Jesus, but their participation in parish life. 
We’ve also been tackling some important issues in our  
culture today, learning what the church teaches, how to 
defend it, but most importantly, realizing that Jesus Christ 
is actually risen from the dead and how this totally changes 
everything in our experience of life. 

We’re looking forward to the opportunities that Beacons of 
Light will provide our youth ministry program in the 
months ahead with the youth of Saint John Neumann and 
Saint John the Baptist. While we don’t know exactly what 
the future has in store, we do know that the good Lord is 
guiding us every step of the way, and that with every step 
we as individuals and our church community are getting a 
little bit closer to heaven. 

Romeo Durante 

Margaret Fischer 

Larry Foster 

Mary Fritz 

Jennifer Heger 

Marion Holmes  

Norma Jamison 

Jaquelin Kathman 

Tami Kinsler 

Nancy Meyer 

Elizabeth Siefert 

Betty Sludder 

James Speakes 

Madison Trushell 

Michael Twele 

David Whyle  

Our Condolences 
Please remember the family and friends of the  
following parishioners in your prayers. 

Do We Have Your Up-To-Date Information? 

Have you changed your email? Did you get rid of your home phone? Have you moved in 
the last year? 

Please contact the Parish Office to update your information. We appreciate your  
assistance in keeping our records up-to-date!  

Call us at 513-825-0618 or email info@corpuschristicommunity.org with your updates. 

Baptisms 
Congratulations to the following family whose  
children were recently baptized at Corpus Christi. 

Cecilia Jennifer Turman and Louisa Gillian Tur-

man, daughters of Alexander and 

Gabrielle Turman 

Parish News 

1st Reconciliation 
Congratulations to the following students who made 
their 1st Reconciliation at Corpus Christi in January. 

Abby Benter Jeffrey Gervacio 

Maddie Benter Marlen Gervacio 

Mary Brafford Miranda Glueck 

Nathaly Damian Alex Hoffman 

Max Estes Lily Sanders 

Sully Gates Charlie Stephens 

Our 7th-12th grade youth ministry spring retreat, Live Free, is coming up 

February 25-27, 2022. You must register for this free event by contacting  

PJ by February 20th at pjehling@corpuschristicommunity.org 



Spring and Summer Adult Faith at Corpus 

Christi and St. John Neumann 

By Deacon Larry Day 

Below is a list of adult faith 
activities for this spring and 
summer. Whether the activities 
are on the Corpus Christi  
campus or on the campus of  
St. John Neumann, all are  
welcome!  

If you are interested in joining a Small Community of Faith 
Group, e-mail me or call the parish office so I can get you  
connected to a facilitator of a group that matches your  
availability. 

The Parish Office can be reached at 513-825-0618. 

My e-mail is lday@corpuschristicommunity.org.  

Early Christian Writings 
Mondays from May 16 to July 25, 2022 
7 - 8:30p.m., Corpus Christi’s Francis Hall 
We are studying “The Lives of the Apostles” during this  
cycle. Refreshments are provided. 

Bible Study 
Tuesdays from May 17 to July 26, 2022 
12 - 2p.m., Corpus Christi’s Francis Hall 
We are studying II Kings and starting Chronicles. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Bible Study 
Wednesdays from May 18 to July 27, 2022 
7 - 8:30p.m.,  St. John Neumann’s Daniel Hall 
We are studying the early letters of St. Paul. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Bible Study 
Thursdays from May 19 to July 28, 2022 
7 - 8:30p.m., Corpus Christi’s Francis Hall 
We are studying II Kings and starting Chronicles. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Bible Study 
Fridays from May 20 to July 29, 2022 
12:00 - 2:00p.m., St. John Neumann’s Daniel Hall 
We are studying the early letters of St. Paul. 
Refreshments are provided. 

Small Communities of Faith - Spring Cycle 
Small Communities of Faith Prayer and Book Study will 
meet again this Spring beginning the week after Easter. 
Group facilitators will be contacting you concerning the  
actual dates & times. The groups will read and discuss 
“Riding the Dragon” by Robert Wicks. The book will be 
available at the first session. If you wish to join a group or 
change groups, please call Deacon Larry at 513-825-0618. 
Anyone from both Corpus Christi and St. John Neumann are 
welcome and encouraged to participate in a Small  
Community of Faith 

Small Community of Faith - Summer Cycle 
Tuesdays from June 7 to July 26, 2022 
7 -  8:30p.m., Corpus Christi’s Francis Hall 
We will be reading “The Shack” by William Young 

The Homebound and Nursing Home  
Ministries at Corpus Christi 

On a regular basis, usually every week, a team of  
parishioners make home visits to over forty homebound 
parishioners. The visit provides quality personal time as 
well as the Eucharist on a regular basis to those unable to 
attend Mass. This ministry is in the very capable hands of 
parishioner, Mary Juniet, who has led this group from its 
inception over a decade ago. Some of the visits occur during 
rehab and only involve a few visits… others are for  
extended times due to the severity of the medical condition 
of the parishioner. In addition to regular visits, Mary and 
her dedicated troupe of visitors, prepare a bag of essentials 
and fun for each person being visited during the Holiday 
Season. They also arrange for ashes to be brought to the 
homebound on Ash Wednesday and assist with the  
poinsettia delivery before Christmas. Mary and her team are 
dedicated and compassionate parishioners who share their 
love of the Lord, and their love of Corpus Christi, to those 
in need in a most meaningful and profound way. 

Corpus Christi also has a nursing home ministry that  
provides a weekly communion service and room visits to 
four nursing/senior centers within our parish  
boundaries. This ministry has been severely impacted by 
COVID and nursing home restrictions during this time, but 
later this spring and summer, we hope to see it back in full 
operation. 

To all of the homebound and nursing home/senior center 
ministers, we offer our sincerest thanks. They are the hands 
and the feet of Christ in a very real way as they serve those 
in need in the Corpus Christi community.  

Lenten Reminders – Fast and Abstinence  

Ash Wednesday, March 2, and Good Friday, April 15, are 

days of abstinence from meat and also days of fast, that is, 

limited to a single full meal. The other Fridays of Lent are 

days of abstinence from meat. The law of abstinence binds 

all Catholics 14 years and older. The law of fasting binds all 

Catholics from their 18th birthday until their 59th  

birthday (canons 97, 1252).  

“Let the paschal fast be kept sacred. Let it be celebrated  

everywhere on Good Friday and, where possible, prolonged 

throughout Holy Saturday, so that the joys of the Sunday of 

the Resurrection may be attained with uplifted and clear 

mind” (Constitution on the Liturgy, No. 110).  

With regard to the obligatory days listed above, however, 

there are frequent questions about the degree of seriousness 

of the matter. To paraphrase Pope John Paul II: the  

obligation to do penance is a serious one; the obligation to 

observe, as a whole or “substantially,” the penitential days 

specified by the Church is also serious. No one should be 

scrupulous in this regard; failure to observe an individual 

day of penance is not considered serious. People should 

seek to do more rather than less. Fast and abstinence on the 

days prescribed should be considered a minimum response 

to the Lord’s call to penance and conversion.  

mailto:Lday@corpuschristicommunity.org


Lenten Schedule 

for Corpus Christi, St. John Neumann & St. John the Baptist 

Palm Burning and Prayer Service - March 1 

7pm, St. John Neumann 

Ash Wednesday Masses - March 2 

8:30am, St. John Neumann & St. John the Baptist 

Noon, Liturgy of the Word, CC & SJN 

7:00pm, CC, SJN and SJB 

Stations of the Cross 

7:00pm, Sundays, Corpus Christi 

6:30pm, Wednesdays, St. John the Baptist 

6:00pm, Fridays, St. John Neumann 

Fish Fry - Fridays during Lent 

5-7:30pm, St. John Neumann 

4:30-7:30pm, St. John the Baptist 

All Fridays during Lent, except Good Friday. 

Taize - March 8 

7pm, St. John Neumann 

Lenten Lectures at St. John the Baptist, Dry Ridge 

February 22, 7pm, SJB 

Shroud of Turin: a talk centered on Christ’s Passion & 

Death 

March 15, 7pm, SJB 

Personal Prayer: developing your relationship with  

Jesus through personal prayer and meditation,  

including guided meditation 

March 22, 7pm, SJB 

Praying the Triduum: participating in Christ’s sacrifice 

on Calvary during the Mass and how to prayerfully  

participate during the special Easter Triduum liturgies 

Evening Prayer - March 29 

7pm, St. John Neumann 

Reconciliation Service - April 5 

April 5, 7pm, Corpus Christi 

Confession at Corpus Christi 

April 5, Noon - 4pm 

April 7, 9:30am - 12:30pm 

April 12, 5 - 8pm 

Confession at St. John Neumann 

April 6, Noon - 4pm 

April 7, 6 - 9pm 

April 8, 9:30am - 12:30pm 

Confession and Tenebrae at St. John the Baptist 

April 13, 6pm Confessions & 7pm Tenebrae 

Pre-Lenten Prayer Service 
Corpus Christi will host an evening of scripture, reflections, 
prayer and music in preparation for the season of Lent on 
Wednesday, February 23 at 7p.m. Bill Marshall and Deacon 
Larry will be our guides in an evening of new songs and 
reflections that allow us to remember the journey we have 
traveled and the one that lies ahead. 

Part of the evening will be a candlelight procession as we 
remember and pray for the people who no longer journey 
with us on this side of heaven. 



Holy Week Schedule 

for Corpus Christi, 

St. John Neumann & 

St. John the Baptist 

Masses at Corpus Christi can be viewed  
online by following the links on our website:  
www.corpuschristicommunity.org 

Palm Sunday, April 10th 
Saturday Vigil 
Mass, 5pm at Corpus Christi 

Mass, 3pm at St. John Neumann 

Mass, 4:30pm at St. John the Baptist 
Sunday 

Mass, 10:45am at Corpus Christi 

Mass, 8:45am & 4pm at St. John Neumann 

Mass, 8:30am & 11am at St. John the Baptist 

Holy Thursday, April 14 

Morning Prayer, 8:30am at Corpus Christi & St. John the Baptist 

Liturgy, 7pm at Corpus Christi, St. John Neumann & St. John the Baptist 

Good Friday, April 15 

Morning Prayer, 8:30am at St. John the Baptist 

Morning Prayer, 9am at St. John Neumann  

Stations of the Cross, Noon at St. John Neumann & 3pm at Corpus Christi 

Liturgy, 3pm at St. John the Baptist 

Liturgy, 7pm at Corpus Christi & St. John Neumann  

Holy Saturday, April 16 

Morning Prayer, 8:30am at St. John the Baptist 

Morning Prayer, 9am at St. John Neumann 

Easter Vigil, 8:45pm, Corpus Christi & St. John the Baptist 

Easter Sunday, April 17 

Mass, 8:45am & 10:45am at Corpus Christi 

Mass, 8:45am, 10:45am & 4pm at St. John Neumann 

Mass, 8:30am & 11am at St. John the Baptist 



Welcoming Catholics Home 

Whatever the reasons for being away, He is waiting to welcome you home. 

In these challenging times, it will be an honor to travel with you  

as you begin your journey to full communion with the Church. 

For more information, contact Deacon Larry Day at 513-825-0618. 

Beacons Update: 
Be Heard, Stay 

Informed, Sign-up  

St. John Neumann 
and Corpus Christi 

are in a Family of 
Parishes with  

St. John the Baptist 
on Dry Ridge Rd.  

 

To see the map of all the Families of Parishes, 
clergy assignments and for more information, go to 

www.BeaconsAOC.org 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Annual Parish Picnic 
For Parishioners and their guests 

At Stricker’s Grove 
Thursday, June 16, 2022 

Park Hours: 5-10pm 

Ride Hours: 6-10pm 
 

The picnic is free for parishioners. 
Additional adults are $3 each and  

additional children $1 each. 
Food will be provided. Drinks will be  
available for purchase. You may bring  

additional food and drinks for your family.  
 

More details will follow in the coming months. 
 

We hope to see you there! 

Save the Date! 

The Knights of Columbus Mother of Mercy Council will be 

holding a Men’s Conference at Corpus Christi on Saturday, 

March 26, 2022. Please contact Ken Meister for more  

information: kmeister66@gmail.com   

Save the Date! 
Golden Anniversary Mass Schedule For 2022  

Married couples celebrating their  

50th Wedding Anniversary in 2022  

are invited to attend one of the  

Golden Anniversary Masses  

August 13, 2022, 4:30 p.m. 

at Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 

Dayton, Ohio 

or 

August 14, 2022, 11:00 a.m.  

at the Cathedral Basilica of St. Peter in Chains,  

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Archbishop Schnurr presiding 

Please call the Parish Office to register  

for one of these Masses. 513-825-0618  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.BeaconsAOC.org&c=E,1,KRRSZOBu2JJ_3OH1m5Xt0Rk7RVRdewam3N_fNm9ZpIv8ebv5dfFAC1zgkZ-JpRIBbxCGw5ztBSIjEF7NMA_9L94OCpXgYVSklbthOyg6Vy5XxtiWksuB&typo=1
mailto:kmeister66@gmail.com


What is the Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul? 

St. Vincent de Paul Sees Christ in the Face of the Poor 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul has been active in Cincinnati since 1869 and in the 

Corpus Christi and St. John Neumann parishes since 2011. In the coming weeks, we will 

be sharing more information about St. Vincent de Paul as we begin the process of  

expanding our Conference at our parishes. We invite you to become a member and to 

take part in our Mission to “see Christ in the face of the poor”. 

What is a Conference? 

The Conference is the basic unit of the Society. It is a group of volunteers called to grow 

in holiness through person-to-person service. The members of the Society are called 

“Vincentians.” The mission is to grow together in spirituality and friendship by giving  

person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering. 

What do Conferences do in the Cincinnati Area? 

Over 1000 members in 56 St. Vincent de Paul Conferences do the core of our Society’s 

work across the Cincinnati area. The home visit is a trademark of our Society.  

Conferences assist people with a wide range of needs. They may provide rental  

assistance or help with utility bills, food, clothing and furniture. However, more  

important than the physical aid given, the conferences provide friendship and spiritual 

support to the people they help. 

Put your faith into action with SVDP 

Get Involved with St. Vincent de Paul at Corpus Christi and  

St. John Neumann Parishes! 

Are you looking for ways to experience God? The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a  

wonderful way of experiencing God by serving people living in poverty. Members of  

St. Vincent de Paul see Christ in the poor because Jesus told us “whatever you do to the 

least of my brothers and sisters you do for me.”  

Do you consider yourself a naturally caring, compassionate and giving person? Is it time 

for you to live your religious convictions and give something back for all you have  

received? We invite you to serve people in need by joining the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul as we enhance our ministry here at our parishes. 

On the weekend of February 26 _ 27th, representatives from our Conference will speak 

at all masses and invite you to be part of enhancing St. Vincent de Paul here at Corpus 

Christi and St. John Neumann. Also, we will hold an information session on Sunday, 

March 6th from 1pm-2pm in Daniel Hall at St John Neumann. 

If you are interested in learning more or you would like to attend the session, please  

contact Rich and Julie Bauer at 513-325-1092. 
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